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A tale of two sisters 

I’d like to conclude with a story, a moral fable of sorts. 

Fadó, fadó, two sisters grew up together. They played arm in arm, dreaming about the 

day they would have children of their own. They talked about the cousins playing together. 

The older sister went away and found a good job, got married and tried to have children. 

None arrived. They used all sorts of infertility treatments, but no baby.  

The younger sister went away to college, met a nice guy, and they got an apartment 

together for third year. A couple of weeks into the semester, she showed up pregnant.  

The two sisters got together. The younger was upset. “I can’t have a baby now. I have no 

money; neither does my boyfriend. I’ll never finish college. I’m not ready to be a mother. I have 

to get an abortion.” 

The older sister went away upset. Alone, she cried. “I want a baby so much, but I can’t 

have one. How come she doesn’t want a baby, but she gets to have one? It’s not fair!”  

That night she tossed and turned in bed. She dreamt that she was holding her sister’s 

baby. Someone in the dream asked if any good might come from all of this? She wondered how 

she might be able to help her sister. Then she dozed off and slept peacefully. 

She met her sister the next day and said: “I know you don’t want this baby, but I want to 

help. What if this is the only baby you ever get to have? My husband and I can afford for me to 

cut back my hours at work. I will help you in whatever ways I can with this baby.” 

Her sister said, “I don’t want a baby. But I see how important this baby would be to you. 

It might even be good for me. I’m not sure. I want to do the right thing.” 

They fell into one another’s arms and cried together. 

 

The real world is not a fairy tale. But stories help us see the way the world could be when 

we live out different values. Keeping a pregnancy is a massive decision, but so is terminating a 

pregnancy. Our society should be one that supports and encourages and forgives people as they 

make hard choices to fulfil in life-enhancing ways the relational responsibilities that arise from 

our choices. Our laws should help to point people in the same direction by upholding the equal 

rights of all living humans. 


